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Yeas.—~Messrs Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, TFlanupan,
Grimes, Hill, McCulloch, McDade, Millican, Palmer,; Pirkey,
Potter, Russell, Scott, Taylor, of Cass, Trnit, Whitaker and
White—18. o,

Nava—Messrs Allen; Armstrong, Guinn, Lott, Martin, Ma-
verick, Pedigo, Scarborongh, Superviele, Taylor, of Faimnin,
Tavlor, of Houston, Weatherford and Wren—13.

Mr Grimes moved the indefinite postponement of the bill ;
lost by the following vote: |

Yias—Messrs Bryan, Durrounghs, Flanagan, Grimes, Hill,
McCulloel, MeDade, Millican, Palmer, Whitaker and White—
11,

Navs—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Caldwell, Gunn, Lot
Martin, Maverick, Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Searborough,
Scott, Superviele, Taylor, of Cass, Taxlor, of Fannin, Taylor,
of Houston, Truit, Weatherford and Wren—=20,

On motion of Mr Palmer, the bill was postponed until Mon-
day, 3d day of December, aud 109 copies ordered to be printed.

Ou motion of Mr Tavior, of Cass, o hill fo create the 17th
Judie al District of the State of Texas, and to define the thne
of hulding the Di-triet Courts therein, was taken up, read sec~
ond titae and referced to the eomniittee oq the Judiciary.

On wotion of Mr Guinn, a bill to regulate the time of Lold-
ing the Courts in the 6th Judicial District was tuken np, read
second tite, and referred to the comuiittee on the Judiciary.

Oun motion of Mr White, a bill to change the tinwe of holding
the District Court in the 105h and Lith Judieinl Districts, was
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the Judiciary. |
~ On wotion of Mr Martin, the Senate adjourned until 9 ¢’clock
IO~morrow merning,

Wepxespay, Nov, 28h, 1855,

The Senate was called to order by the President, pirsnant to
nd]numment--pmycr by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum
present,

Jonrnal of yesterday read and adopted.

Mr Taglor of Cuss presented the petttian of John Speake,
asking an appropriativn for the hmprovement of Ferry Lake;
referred to commitiee on Internal Improvements,

Mr Armsirong presented the petition of J. C.,, and Margaret
Pettigrew ; referred to committee on State affuirs. -

Mr While presented the petition of A, M. Clare ; referred to
commitiec on claims and accounts, '
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Mr Guinn presented the memorial of Asa Dossett; referred
to committee on private land claims.

Mr Guinn also presented the memorial of the Synod of the
DPresbyterian Church ; referred to commiittee on State affairs,

Mr Weatherford presented the petition of sundry citizens of
Ellis county ; referred to commiitee on public lands.

My Caldwefl presented the petition of Jammes Lamb; referred
to committee on public lands,

M MceCultoch presented the petition of the corporation of the
city of New Braunnfels, and many citizens, praying for a charter
for a bridge; referred to connmittee on roads, bridges, and
ferries,

Mr Mc!nlloch also presented the petition of 1lenry Dridges
referred to commniittee on private land claims.

Mr Durroughs presented the memorial of sundry citizens of
Jefferson county, asking an appropriation for the removal of ob-
structions in the rivers Sabine, Angeling, and Neches; referred
to connuittee on Tnternal Improvements.

Mo Allen, chairman of the commitiee on enroiled bills, made
the fullowing report:

T'he commiittee on enrolied bills have examined the joint reso-
Hittons of the tywo [Honses, refative to the compromise measures
of the Congress of the United Siates passed in 1880—an act for
the relief of Albert Gehrke, und jolnt resolation autherizing
and requiring the Governor to order an election to be holden in
the counties of Cherolsec and Angelina for Representative, to
1 the vacancy accasioned by the death of Joseph C. ITarrison,
and find them correetlv enrolied, and nroperly sigued, and have
Liris day heen pmsemc(i to the Governor.

Me Taylor of Cass, chainman of the commitice on public
debt, made the following report:

The committec on publlic debt have considered a bill, making
an appropriation for the paviment of a portion of the public debt
of the late Republic of Texas, and find that the necessity for the
passage of this bili depends upon the passage of a bill, accepting
the proposition of the United States for the hquidation of the
debts of the State of Texas. We therefore recommend that the
bill lie npon the table for the present,

Mr Taylor of Cass, also made the lollowing report:

Coxanrree Rooa, Austin, }
November 28th, 1855.
Ilon. D. C. Dickson, President of the Senate :

Sz :—The conunittee on publie debt to whom was referred a

bill, to be entitled an.act giving the assent of the Statg of
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Texas to “An Act to provide for the payment of such credit-
itors of the late Republic of Texas, as are comprehended in
the act of Congress of September the ninth, (9) eighteen
Republie of ﬁfw {(1850),” which was pzv-scd at the second
sesmon of the thut\ -third (33) Congress of the United States-
and approved February the twenty-cighth, (28) eighteen hun-
dred and fifty-five, have, (after mature refl. ct10n,)mm nctedme

to report, that in e opinion the Bill should not be passed into
alaw.  In the consideration of this subject, many potent reasons
have suggested themselves to the committee to sustain them in
the recommendation that the Bi)l should not pass.  The firgt
one to which we will allude, is the fact that the people at the
“ballot box” have deeided against the acceptance of the proposi-
tion of Congress. We know that it has been argued by the
Execntive, in bis late message, that the vote of the people shonld
not be 1ew¢11ded because the full vote of the State was not cast;
only some 25 GDU voting for and against the Bill, while 10:
Governor, there was lrul]ul soe 43,6060 votes. No one will
detiy, but that the vote was a small one; but that does not
argue that we shounld disregard it Under our form of Goveru-
m:.,nr, pluralities eleet, and though there had been but ten
thousand votes east for Gov ernor, the man who received the
oreatest number would hiave been duly elected. 1t is true that
there was no law authorizing the prople to vote npon the sib-
ject; but the Governor took the responsibility to request a vote
by the people, and it was considered (so far as we are able to
lIearn) as a test of the sense of the State upon this important
matter, It was conducted as other f’h‘f‘hf"m«—wf)\el*ne,d hv

our clection Taw—and should, we think, be taken as the voice
of the people!  But, should the Lc,r:m!awre disregard tlus vote,
we think there are many other reasons that should indnce
them to adopt the lepmtot the comuittee :—First, Texas, Jikeo
all other sovercignties, has a right to transact her own finaneial
matter jn her own way 3 she hns established an equitable
adjustment of her liabilities. No one, we believe, has ever
objected to it, save the creditors themselves; then we take
the position that onr adjustment of 1848 is an equitable one,
doing justice alike to all of our creditors. To accept this
Bill would bo to abandon every principle of that adjust-
ment, and submit and agree to one to which equity and
justice las never been aw: uded we believe, even by tho mass
of creditors themselves.

Secondly, the acceptance of the proposition will resnlt in a
pecuniary loss to the State (over onr own adjustment) of not
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fess than ($2,280,000) two million and a quarter of dollars.
As this caleulation ditters from that of the Goveruor, we snbinit
it thns:

The amnount of hcmds now in the Tt*ez':sury of the United
States. ... ... L. Ce e e vee e ol 855,000,000

Interest on saune to 1sl ut Jdllll!tl".’ 1355. ... ....1,220,000
Preminm on same at 10 per cont. ... ..., e .. 500,008
Totad. ... .. PP 1 6,759,008

Deduet total Revenrue Debt of l‘m,\.h, m(,lu-.imw interest to
Istof' dnly, 1850.......... Gt A GTTSE

Dalanee azainst Texas ... ... .0 00 82282944

T'his is the amonut which we contend Texas loses in money
by the opcration, to say nothing 0 the amonut dug her on
account of Indian r]e;:wddt;rms which she relaases by the ae-
ceptance.  OF the justice of thiy eluim we profess to know but
iittle ; but we are toreed to the concluston that tiere is sovme
justice in ity or Gen. Thos. . Rusk would not have .EH;'LI'I 1
g0 sirongly betore the United States Seoate. Gen. Rask savs
the United States justly owes Texas three millions ¢ight hune
dred thonsand doflare, fur money expended by Texas m defend-
Ing herselfagninst the Awmerican Indians, when the Urited
Hiates was bonnd by treaty stipulations to protect 11(,1 agninegt
them.  Now, ifthis be so, our lass would be muel, areater,
jor by adding thiz amount to that above, we lose i1y ponnd
nuiliers (R6,202,244) eix million threg II!II‘({I'LH and thirty-twe

thourand two hundrad and forty-fone dotlars, as Toss o Lesas,
b) :lm acceptance of the vroposition of Congress.

¢ know that it has buen said, and will donbtless be re-
'itet \tcu that weshonld accept lne,pm! osition to get rid of legis-
Intion upon the gubject. Nuw 1t this were w0, amd the ae-
cepling of the Bill wonld be o fnality, itworld be muceh
connnend it 1o the favorable cwnaadel(umn of the Legislature;
but we eannot view it in this light—many of the c'ethto:“
we have reason to believe, are not satistied with this setile
ment, My [Hamilton, who represents o farge amount of onr
liabilities, has, in bis cnwlar to the other creditors, oiven us
vood grounds for believing thathe iz not satisfied, bat gl he
urges e aceeptance Ly Texas,  “Tor if)” says he, (when
speaking to the creditors) “the act is accepted by Texas, our
pro-rate amounts of 78 c1s. to the dollar will be passed 1o our
credit in the treasury of the United States, and we will not
be required to file the releases until we receive the money.”
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Now, fom this, is it not fair to suppose that he will ot file the
releases, but will (having his pro. rafa  secure in the 7'eéasn ry
of the Uniled States,) rewirn to Texas with the same old cry of
repudintion and good* faith, and ask the Legislatere to muke goo
the difference between the pro rata and face value of his claims,
which e says Texas or the United States must aud will eventn:
ally pay.  And will there not be some justice in granting relief
in many instances; for iustance, nnder our adjustment we pay a
large proportion of onr liubilities at 70 cents to the dollar, while
we award o another class but 23 cent to the !dollar, By the
acceptauce of this act we allow a leveling law, or pay all the
same pro ratg—or, in other words, we inerease that clasg sealed
to 23 cents, fifty-three cents on its fuce, while that sealed, at 70
centsis increased bt eight cents on its face value. Now will
not the person holding the class sealed at 70 cents say, (and that
too with some pluastbifity) that you have, by this re-adjustment,
done me injustice —you have said Ly your adjustment that yon
owed me 70 ceuts on the dollar, and that you owed another clasg
but 23 cents ot the deHar; now if this was correct, you have, by
your act, permitie | me to Le wronged, as both of us claimed that
youowed ns the fuce value of aur claing, and therefore you
should give me relief, at leastto the snme~extent or per centagy
that vou abiowed to be paid to the ¢lass sealed at 25 cents to the
dollar—atnd thus would, we believe, be entailed njpon us a systeny
ef ledislotion, theend of which we cannot ecomprebend.

We areciearly of the opinton that the best, most speedy and
eqiitable way to seitle the question 15 to adhare strennounsly to
the system of adjustment adupted by the Legislature of 1348, as
s Jnst, equitable and 'right in pt-inciplo, and shonld we now
abandon it, we fearth Uit will be satd of "Pexas that she attempt.
ad ty defrand her ereditors, but the Untied States would not al.
1sw her to dosa,

For these, and many other Yeasons which might be adduced,
we hope the Senate witl coneunr in the suggestions of the Com-.
mittee—all of which is respectfully submirted.

M. DL K. TAYLOR, Chairman of Com, on Publiec Debt.
JAMES ARMSTRONG. )
J. W MeDADL,
JEFEF. WHATIHHERFORD,
W. 1L SCOTT, ' [ Majority of Com. on Public Uebt.
JONATIIAN RUSSELL,

On motion of Mr Millican, the mle was suspended, and one
hundred eopies of the report and bill were ordered to be printed.

Mr Scott, chairman ol the commitiee on public lands, to which
was referred a bill to secure the right of redemption in lands sold
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under execution, reported that a majority of the committee
reconnmended its passage.

Mr Scou, chairman of the committee on pablic lands, to
which was l"(,fel‘l't.d a bill to investigate certain void and for-
feited titles;, reported a substitute therefor, and recommended its
passage,

Mr Hill, from the committee on private land claims, to which
was lefe:red a bill for the relief of Jumes 47 Robmson reported
the same back and recommended its rejection, for the reason that
Mr Robinsou emigrated to Texas in the year 1842, after the laws
granting lands had expired by their o'va limitatton, and is not
entitled to relief.

Mr Hill also made the following report

The committee on private land “claims have considered a bill
for the relief of the heirs of John P. Rehers, and Lave instructed
me to report: That said Rohers emigrated to, and settled
in Texas previous to the Declaration  of Indt*pcndence
and remaiaed in Texas nnti! his death, leaving a family of
children, all minors, who have ever sinec cnntmued to residedn
the country; that ncllher the decedent in bis life time, or his
heirs since his death, have ever receiveyd any land from the Re-
publiec or State of Texas. ‘he commitiee are of opinion, that
the heirs of suid Rohers arve entitled to the league and labor now
gonoht to bz obtained, und have instracted me to retara the bill
to the Sen: nte, and recommend its passage,

Mr Taylor of Faunin, chairman of the committee on private
land claims, to which was referred the petition of Witham Win-
gale, askma for one third of a lengne of land as his headright,
reported a bill for his rellef, whiclt was read first time,

Mr Taylor of Fannin, made the following reports :

The committee on private land claims, to which was referred
a bill for the retief of George R. Raios, fave had the same before
them, wnd are of ‘opinion that the refusal of the board of land
commissioners of the county of his rezsidence to grant him a
league and labor of tand as the head of a funily, is the best evi-
deuee before the comniitice that he was only eutitled to 1380
acres, which by his own showing he has obtained. The com-
mittee therefore, in the absence of any other reason than that
wiiich appears upon the papers, recommend the rejection of the
bill.

The committee on private land elaims, to which was referred
the petition of Rosanna Lipley, have had the same under consid-
eration, and have come lo the conclusion that the relief prayed
for outrht not to e wranted, for the reason that there is no show-
ing that hier hasbaud, Johu Lane, had not recuved fand in his



127

life time, nor is there any evidencethat she has not, either in
her own right, or the right of her second husband, one Ripley,
of whom, or whose whereabouts your commitlee have no infor-
mation ; they therefore ask that the relief prayed for be not
granted.

The committee on private land claims, to which was referred
the petition of Tsabella Wingate and John Collins, asking for
the change of a land patent from the name of Edwin Wingate 10
Edward Wingate has been examined, and your coinmittee are of
opinion that as the parties have their remedy in the courts of the
county, the relief prayed for ought vot 10 be asked, nor granted
by the Legislature.

The comumistee on private land ¢laims have had a hill for the
relief of Gideon G. Williams before them, asking an amendment
of the act of the last session of the Legislaure, known as the
“ Omnibus Bill,” so as to change the issneof a certificate author-
ized by that act, from “ the heirs of James D. Jennings to Gid-
eon . Wiiliams, assignee of James D). Jennings.”  Younr com-
mittee are of opinion that the transfer by Jennings in his life
time eonveved no right to Williame, beeause that transfer was for
a certificate which was not recommended. “The Tegislatore did
grant to the heirs of' James D. Jennings the quantity of land to
which their {ather was entitied.  Your comanttee therefore beg
lenve to leave the settlement of the question of title between
Williams aud Jeunivg’s heirs to the courts, and ask to be dis-
chiaryed (rom the farther consideration ot the same,

Mr Taylor of Fanniu, by leave, presented the pelition of James

leson ; referred 1o comnittee on private land claims, |

Mr Armstrong, by leave, presented the petition of sundey eiti-
zens, respecting the lands in the German colony ; referred to
comniittee on the judiciury.,

Mr Pirkey introduced a bill to re-organize the eighth judicial
district, and define the time of holding the district court therein;
read first time.

Mr Taylor of Cass intreduced a bill explanatory of the four-
teenth section of an act to provide for the construction of the
Mississippi and Pacific Rail Road—approved Pec. 21st, 1853
read first time.

Mr Searboroueh infroduced a bill for the relief of Francis M.
Campbell ; read first time,

On motion of Mr Bryan, Mr Palmer was excused from atiend-
ance on account df indisposition.

ORDLERS OF TIIE DAY.

A bill to prevent hunting by fire light—together with the
report of the copunittee on State affairs offering amendments
thercto, were read and amendments adopted.
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M Ilanagan offered the following amendinent :  Strike out
“ double damages ” in second section, and insert “ double the
value of the property killed or injured”—adopted.

Mr Taylor, of Cass, moved to amend the bill by striking out
“his or her enclosure,” and inserting « Itis or her lands”—lost.

Mr Taylor, of F'(Imnn moved to amend by striking out  or
other wild beasts 7 and inserting * or other game”—adopted.

Mr Seott otfered the fo]lomn;_r; amendment: “ That nothing
contained in this act shall be construed to prevent persons from
hunting with fire, provided Le shall not use a gun or other fire
arins’—adopted.

The bitl was then ordered to be engrossed.

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Cnnstltutlon
of the State of Texas, read second tite, and on motion of Mr
Taylor, of Cass, referred to the conmmittee on education.

A bill to repeal an act to provide for the issuance of bounty
and donation land warrants to persons entitled to the same—
read second time and on wmotion of Mr Guinn, referred to the
coninittee on the judiciary.

House bill to create the county of Parker, read first time.

On motion of Mr Weathertord, the rule was suspended, bill
read secund time, an(i reforred to tie committee on public
[ ands.

Ifouse VLill to incorporate the town of Cameron, in the coun-
tv of Milaim~—-read first time,

Honse bill anthorizing the ]udfre of the third judicial district
to Lold a term of eaid conrt in Cor vell county on the fourteenth
Monday after the 1st Monday in September, 1855—rcad fuist
time.

Huuge bLill to legalize the creation of Vanzandt county—read
first tine.

House bill to make valid surveys made by the comfty sur.
veyor of Vanzandt county ~read first time.

A bill supplementary to *“ an act to establish and incorporate
the College of De Kalb,” approved Jan'y 26th, 1832 —read.

On motion of Mr ].EI.T]U] of Cuss, the bill was amended by
adding pmnded hat this act shall not affect the interest of
third p‘lmw

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed.

A bill to amend an act to provide for the construction of the
Mississij ’pa and Pacific Rail Road—read, and on wmotion of My
"Taylor, uf Cass, made the special order of the day for Tnesday.
" the 4th day of Dee., at 11 o’clock,

A bill more particalarly to define the Western boundary line
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of Milam land District—read, and on motion of Mr Taylor, of
i*annin, made the special order of the day for Wednesday next,
at 11 o’clock. :

A bill to preventthe carrying of concenled weapons, together
with the report of the committee on the judiciary offering a sub-
stitute therefor, was read, substitute adopted and bill ordered
o be engrossed.

A bill for the relief of Joseph Luce and David Luce, and
“Lie heirs of John Luee, and the heirs of Abb Luce, Si., and the
Leirs of Abb Luce, Jr.—read and ordered to be engrossed.

A bill to create the eounty of Wise—read, and on motion of
Mr Allen, laid on the table.

A bill to ereate the county of Comanche—read and ordered
0 be engrossed.

A Dbill to create the county of Erath—read and ordered to be
engrossed.

A bill to incorporate the town of Chappell Hill—read and
srdered to be engraossed.

A hill to amend an act to raise revenue by direct taxation—
read second time, and on motion of Mr Guinn referred to the
committee on Finance.

A bill to incorporate the Lake Creek bridge and furnpike
company—read second time, and on mation of Mr Grimes, re-
:erred to the committee on roads, bridges and terries.

A bill fur the relief” of the heirs of Hervey Whiting—read
cecond thme, and on motion of Mr Guainy, referred to the com-
:nittee on elaliug and acceunts,

A Dill for the relief of the heirs of A P Cunningham—read
zecond time, and on metipn of Mr Caldwell, reterred to the
committee on public lands. )

A Bill for the relief of James Hall—read second time and on
notion of Mr Caldwell, referred tothe committee on claimsand
iceounts.

A hill to change the name of Martha R Eppinger, to Martha
2 Bonner—read seeond time, and on motion of Mr Guinn, re-
ferred to the committee on the judiciary.

A Lill relating to.the duties of assessors and collectors of
Taxes-—read second time and on motion of Mr Superviele, re-
forred to the committee on Finanee.

A bill to procure from Mexico the original archives, orders,
decrees, laws. rules, regulations, &e.—read second time, and
on motion of Mr Superviele referred to the committee on State
aftairs, '

A bill to incorporate to city of Marshall—read second4time,

1
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snd on wmotion of Mr Scott,. referred -to. the committes on
State affaira.

bntaeliy MR e Rl e T
A bill to create the 18th judicial district—read second time,
and on mation ot Mr Armstrong, referred to the committee on

the judiciary. . T T
A bill anthorizing Glover Wells to copstruct a bridge across
thie east fork of Trinity river— read second time and on motion
of Mr Allen, referred to the committee on roads, bridges and
ferries. | .
A bill to define the limits of Besar county—read second
time, and on motion of My Superviele, referved to the commit-
' tee on connties and county boundaries.
A bill to authorize William D Dillon te practice law-—read
gecond time, and on motion ot Mr Taylor, of Cass, referred to
the committee on the Judiciary.

A bill for the relief of Alfred H Wiley—read second time
and ordered to be engrossed. -

he judiciary on joint reso-

The report of the committee on t

lutions to provide for the amendment of 31st section of Tth Ar-
ticle of the Constitution, read—Mr Armstrong-submitted the
following minority report: -

The judiciary committee to which was referred an amend-
meat to the Constitution proposed by the Senator from Wil-
liamson, to wit:

“ No corporate body, sole or aggregate, shall hereafter be or
exist with banking or discounting powers or privileges and the
issuing, circulating or uttering bills, checks, promissory notes
or other paper to circulate as money, is hereafter prohibited,
and that sections 30 and 32 of Article 7, is hereafter,” abro-
gated,” have considered the proposed amendment, and & ma-
jority of said commitiee have reported unfavorably, but a mi-
nority of the same commitfee urge the adoption of the same, be-
cause that this amendment being intended in place of said 30
and 32 secctions, which we consider insuflicient as they are to
effect the object. '

Secrion 30 reads thus: “ No corporate body shall hereafter
be created, renewed or extended with banking or discounting
}.)rivileges.” ‘This does not entirely reach those who claim to

1ave had such privileges at the time of the adoption of the con-
stitution, and it is contended that an institution now in the ex-
ercise of these privileges is only enjoying a right previously
vested, and is not interferred with, but protected by the Con-
stitution. Taking that view of the question, the Constitution

must be amended, to prevent the further exercise of exclusive
privileges by that company. |
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Secrion 32 readsthus: ¢ The Legislatare shall prohibit, by

Yaw, individuais from issning bilis, checks, prowissory notes or
other paper to circalate as iouey.” It is contended that this
section extends only to individuals isning bills, &c., and not to
a bank, and that a aw. passed-pinnishing those persons wounld
be to punish for the exercisent.d previensly vested right, Which
ds proiected ‘under the Constitutioh. The consequence of leay:
ing the Constitution as it is now, is to authorize one bank only
to have and enjoy the exclusive privilege uf banking in the
State. DBanking privilegesshould be extended to all who might
desire or be entirely excluded.

We, the minority of said cemmittes, hold that. e bank
ghould exist in the State, and that no special favors should be
extended to any person, the same being at war with the princi.
ples of a Republican Government.. o

We éind that the authorities of the State are unable to pre-
vent the exercise of the bauking privilege by the Commercial
and Agricaltural Bank and its ageuts, and the more effectually
to prevent the exercise of such privilege,. we believe the amend-
fment 18 necessary. We believe that it was intended by the
framers of the Constitation to allow ne such -exclusive privi-

leges, and that they bad so provided, but finding as wedo that

- the Consitution is avoided by an ingenious construction, we
hope that the amendment will be adopted, aund if adopted, will
place the matter beyond dispute. .
JAMES ARMSTRONG.

WM. H. MARTIN,

R. H. GUINN,

J. W.FLANAGAN,

ISAAC .L. HILL.

On motion of Mr Armstrong, the bill and report were laid
on the table.

A bill for the protection of the Western I'rontier, together
with the report of the joint select committee thereon—read and
on wotion of Mr Hill inade the special order of the day for Fri-
day next, at 11 ¢’clock. . _

A Uill to amend the act of Febraary 5th, 1841, entitled an
act of limitations—read, and on motion .of Mr Armstrong, laid
-on the:table.

On motion ¢f Mr Guinn, the Senate adjourned until Friday
morning 9 o’clock.




